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Matthew 28:19-20
Therefore go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing them in the
name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, and teaching
them to obey everything I have commanded you. And surely I am
with you always, to the very end of the age.

DEFINITION OF MISSIONS
Many churches have missions programs; these can very greatly in focus
and style. At the Community Church we define missions as:
Ministry supported by the local church but not under the direct control of
the local church leaders. We believe that for a ministry to be considered
missions work it must meet at least one of the following criteria.
1. Proclaiming The Gospel
2. Teaching and Discipling God's People
3. Demonstrating The Love Of God
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PROCLAIMING THE GOSPEL
We believe that the primary commission to God's people is to proclaim the
good news of salvation through Jesus Christ. Jesus sent out his disciples to
take His message to the ends of the earth. (A mission that the church is
still tasked with.) In Matthew 24:14 Jesus said "And this gospel of the
kingdom will be proclaimed throughout the whole world as a testimony
to all nations, and then the end will come." At the Community Church we
view the proclamation of the gospel as the first criteria and priority for our
missions work.

TEACHING AND DISCIPLING GOD'S PEOPLE
Secondly we believe that the church is called to send out teachers and
leaders to disciple God's people. In Matthew 28:20 Jesus instructed His
disciples to 'teach them to obey everything I have commanded you.' We
believe churches should share the ministry gifting that God has given
them with the wider body of Christ. To this end we support teachers to go
into all the world and help train up believers in understanding the word of
God, in the power of His Spirit and in godly character.

DEMONSTRATING THE LOVE OF GOD
Finally we believe that Jesus instructed us to demonstrate the love of God
through our care for the poor and vulnerable. In Matthew 25:34-36 Jesus
tells us that as we care for those in need we are caring for Him. We make
known the love of God in meeting peoples spiritual, emotional and
practical needs.
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Acts 13:2-3
While they were worshipping the Lord and fasting, the Holy Spirit
said, “Set apart for me Barnabas and Saul for the work to which I
have called them.” Then after fasting and praying they laid their
hands on them and sent them off.

PARTNERING WITH PEOPLE
As a church we seek to prioritise partnership with ministries where we
have a personal connection to the people leading these ministries. While
we are happy to support organisations, we believe that our primary
support should be to the individuals called by God to go into service in
missions.
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OUR CHURCH FAMILY
We love to see members of our church going out in to missions work and
someone going out from our own church family would be at the top of our
list for a partner missions program. We would look to assess the character
of the individual. How well connected into the church are they? What is
their service been to the church and the community around us? In 3 John
1:4, John writes 'I have no greater joy than to hear that my children are
walking in the truth.' This same joy is felt by a local church that is able to
send out one of its own into the work that God has called them to.

LONG STANDING RELATIONSHIPS
Secondly we seek to work with those that we have had a long standing
relationship with. In this way, we have been able to assess the faithfulness
of the Mission Partner. We can look back over time and see the
productivity and faithfulness of the individual.

LEADING OF THE SPIRIT
Thirdly and most importantly, we look to be led by The Holy Spirit to
partner with those that He lays on our hearts. In Acts 13:2 we see this
principal applied with the releasing of Paul and Barnabas to the ministry
God was calling them to. We must always remember that the leading of
the Spirit trumps our structures and procedures.
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Philippians 4:18
I have received full payment, and more. I am well supplied, having
received from Epaphroditus the gifts you sent, a fragrant offering, a
sacrifice acceptable and pleasing to God.

SHARING IN THE MINISTRY
We can't all go to the nations but we can all be part of missions work.
Whether it is through our financial giving, our prayers or our love and
concern for those who have gone out on our behalf, we are partnering in
their service. As we support our Missions Partners we play our part in the
great work of making Christ known in the earth.
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Prayer
As a church, praying for our Missions Partners is a priority. We understand
the power and importance of prayer and we desire to stand with our
partners to see them being as fruitful and blessed as we can.

GIVING OF OUR RESORSES
Secondly we share in the responsibility and burden of missions work by
giving of our own resources. We seek to give generous financial support to
our Missions Partners as well as supporting them in any practical way we
are able.

PASTORAL CARE
Thirdly we seek to maintain pastoral care for our Missions Partners who
often serve in very lonely and isolated parts of the world. We believe that
the local church should seek to support their missionaries in all their
spiritual and practical needs.

VISITING AND HOSTING
Fourthly we aim where possible to visit each of our missionaries on
location once every two years. This is an easer task with some Missions
Partners than it is with others. Visiting Missions Partners can be a real
encouragement to them and can also help the home church to better
understand the circumstances the missionaries are in. This enables us to
better assess the needs and insure we are effectivity playing our part in our
partnership. We also seek to do all that we can to host our missionaries on
their visits home, where possible providing housing and transport.

